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Summer Festival
Of '71 Realizes
Record Earnings
Mrs. Frank Muhr of Bethlehem, chairman of the Lehigh
Valley Summer Festival committee, has reported that the
1971 summer festival realized a
profit of $15,000. In presenting
the check to MMC Administrator Donald E. Porter, she noted
that the proceeds exceeded last
year's previous high by $2,000.
Mrs. Muhr stated that the
success of this past August's
festival is especially remarkable in view of the fact that
Friday's program had to be
re-scheduled to Sunday because
of tlile heavy rains.
The
1972
reorganization
meeting
was scheduled
for
December 6.

Seminar Program
Features Lecture
On Penicillin
Dr. Peter A. Nuccio, clinical
assistant professor of medicine
at the New Jersey College of
Medicine, was scheduled as the
guest speaker at the seminar
presented by the MMC medical
staff on December 6. Dr. Dominic Raso, president of the staff,
announced that Dr. Nuccio's
topic was "The Penicillins," and
that all Lehigh Valley physicians were invited to attend.
Dr. Nuccio has co-authored a
number of papers on penicillin
and related bacteriological subjects. A graduate of Fordham
University, he received his medical degree from Creighton University. He served his internship
at the Jersey City Medical Cen(continued on page 4)
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MMC SURGICAL WING takes form as workers complete steel rigging.
The new facility adjoins the hospital on the north.

Surgical Unit Steel Erected
Board Selects Eight
Committee Heads
Seven men and one woman
have been appointed committee
chairmen at the Muhlenberg
Medical Center. President Jacob
S. Kolb announced that the
newly selected chairmen will
serve during the current administrative year.
Appointed
chairmen
were:
Clarence A. Reichard, Allentown, Executive
Committee;
Harold S. Campbell, Bethlehem,
Building and Grounds; Atty.
Edwin K. Kline, r-, Allentown,
Finance, and Leon L. Nonemaker, Bethlehem, Long Range
Planning.
Also Mrs. Grace Birkel, Easton, Personnel Committee; Rev.
Walter A. Kuntzlernan,
Emmaus, Public Relations
and
Development, and Rev. Frank
Flisser, Bethlehem, Supplies and
Services. Atty. Kolb will serve
as chairman of the Joint Liaison Committee.

The steel for the MMC's surgical wing has been erected,
and it is expected that the new
unit will be under roof before
the arrival of winter.
Dr. Charles A. Waltman,
chairman of the Surgical Development
Committee,
stated
that
inclement
weather
has
already caused several minor
delays, but he added that construction is progressing almost
on schedule.
The
Easton
surgeon
announced that workers will be
constructing the roof for the
two story wing within the month
and said that floors are now
being installed.
The surgical unit structure,
MMC's first building expansion
project,
includes
two floors
above ground and a lower level.
Dr. Waltman noted that the new
wing will contain a surgical
suite, ambulatory
clinic, laboratory and medical records
section.
The structural steel fabricating was done by Bethlehem
Contractors.

Dr. C. Eugene Wilson of
Allentown has been appointed
chief of the Drug Detoxification Unit of the Department of
Medicine at the Muhlenberg
Medical Center. Dr. Ben C.
Barnes, medical director, announced that Dr. Wilson has
served on the unit staff since
the detoxification clinic opened
its doors last December.
Dr. Barnes noted that Dr.
Robert Stein of Easton will
continue as director
of the
methadone out-patient clinic at
MMC.
A native of Philadelphia, Dr.
Wilson attended the University
of Pennsylvania
and received
his bachelor of arts degree
from Colgate University.
He
was awarded his doctorate from
the Philadelphia
College of
Osteopathy and served his in(continued on page 3)

Records Librarian
Earns Validation
From AMRA
Mrs. Dorothy M. John, head
of the Medical Records Department at MMC, has been designated an accredited record
technician
by the American
Medical Records Association.
Administrator Donald E. Porter stated that Mrs. John received her accreditation
after
completing a course in Medical
Records
Administration
and
passing the AMRA's national
accreditation examination.
The medical records librarian
is a native of the Slatington
area where she was graduated
from high school. She joined
the MMC staff in 1962 as secre(continued on page 4)
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Leon E. Nonemaker Lauds MMC's
Multi-Specialty Concept

Leon L. N onemaker, chairman of the Long Range Planning Committee, first learned of
the services provided at the Muhlenberg Medical Center from
his daughter, Marcia, when she
"Dave" is a middle-aged facThe 20 bed unit is completely
served
as a candy-striper sevtory worker in Bethlehem - a isolated, assuring maximum seeral years ago. Through his independable employee who his
curity for the patients' protecterest in his daughter's Volunco-workers consider "a quiet,
tion. The hospital administrator
but easy-going guy." Most of notes that the unit has a medi-- teer activities, Mr. N onemaker
developed an early awareness of
his friends at work would be cal staff of eight physicians and
surprised to hear that Dave had
a consulting staff of four psy- the hospital's functions and of
never held a steady job, and
chiatrists. He explains that pa- its potential role in fulfilling
local health care needs.
probably all of them would be tients are admitted by physiA native of Reading, he came
shocked to learn the reason cians who are members of the
to
the Bethlehem area in 1942
that he had been a heroin ad- unit staff or the MMC medical
to attend Lehigh University.
dict for over 20 years.
staff, but that a patient can
Just six months ago Dave
simply walk-in to apply or be His academic career was interrupted at the end of his freshcame to the Muhlenberg Medir~c.ommended by a family phyman year, when he was called
cal Center suffering from hepaSICIan.
on to serve in the army. After
titis and desperately wanting to
Working with the drug unit
the war Mr. Nonemaker re"kick" his drug habit. "I really
staff as rehabilitation counselor
turned to Lehigh, graduating in
didn't have too much faith in is Carl F. Odhner, coordinator
1948 with a degree in electrical
myself", he recalls. "I had been
of professional
services.
He
engineering.
in hospitals before and had even states that the drug treatment
Following his graduation, he
served time in jail, but once I
facrlity has had a marked dewas
hired by PP&L to work in
got back on the street, I couldn't
gree of success but feels that
their Lehigh offices.
During
stay away from heroin."
methadone is not the complete
his
23
years
with
the
electrical
At Muhlenberg,
however,
answer to what he calls "our
company he gained a wide
Dave's experience proved to be most serious social problem."
range of experience working in
different than he had expected.
In Dave's case methadone
personnel, labor relations and
After giving the nurse at the
contributed greatly to his progas an operations manager. Toadmittance desk the required
ress. Although methadone is an
day he is vice-president of the
information,
Dave received a addictive drug, it does not proLehigh Division, and resides at
physical examination and was
duce a "high" and thus permits
1290 Stafore Drive with his
then admitted
to the Drug
addicts to lead normal lives.
wife and family.
Abuse Treatment Unit on the The major advantage of methaThe PP&L executive has desecond floor of the hospital. His
done, the rehabilitation
counprevious attempts to withdraw
selor states, is its role as a voted much time and energy
qualified him to receive methastopgap measure, giving the ad- toward serving the Bethlehem
community.
He is currently
done, which was administered
dict the chance to change his
vice-president
of the board of
orally each day to relieve his former life patterns. Mr. Odhdirectors at the Wiley House in
need for heroin. During his ten
ner points out that before the
Bethlehem and is chairman of
use of methadone,
programs
days in the detoxification unit,
that organization's development
Dave received private counselsuch as the federal rehabilitacommittee. Mr. Nonemaker is
tion hospital in Lexington, Ky.
ing and participated in group
also a director of United Fund
had recidivism rates exceeding
therapy. Meanwhile, the social
and served as associate chair95 per cent.
services department
arranged
man in the 1971 campaign.
Although some patients have
employment for him, and since
As a member of the MMC
found a new life through methhis release, he has been returnboard
since 1968, the Bethadone, Mr. Odhner feels that a
ing to the hospital regularly for
better approach is needed if the lehem resident was recently
methadone and counseling.
The treatment unit was es- drug program is going to suc- named chairman of the Long
Planning
Committee,
tablished last December. During
ceed. "Our average stay of Range
which is primarily concerned
seven days is not long enough
this time the clinic has offered
with initiating new programs
its services and facilities to to assure the successful with?nd improving existing servdrawal of a patient." He looks
over 240 patients. Administraforward to the day when a Ices.
tor Donald E. Porter states that
Mr. Nonemaker feels that the
the purpose of the clinic is to residential center can be estabmulti-specialty
concept of MMC
lished, providing patients with
"give patients the opportunity
enables the hospital to adapt to
extensive treatment while they
to participate in a medically
re-ad just to society.
supervised program that will
cation of the unit's staff and
Until then, the success of the
help them overcome the addicthe remarkable
determination
MM<;: detoxification
program
tive effects of drugs other than
of patients like Dave.
alcohol."
depends on the continued dedi-

Drug Unit Opened 1 Year Ago
Over 240 Patients Treated

I

the needs of the community as
they arise. Because the hospital
is relatively new, he notes that
it lacks "a deep bureaucratic
tradition" and thus avoids being
cast in any limiting
roles.
"Projects such as the Parkinson's disease center or the drug
abuse treatment unit," he points
out, "were established to provide the area with specific
health care services as they
were needed. If we had been
restricted to a set program of
specialties these services would
have taken years to incorporate."
Mr. Nonemaker
feels that
"providing total health care for
all classes of people should receive our highest priority" and
he has dedicated his efforts at
MMC toward achieving this
goal.

Holiday Schedule
Greeting Season
The holiday season has made
its debut at Muhlenberg Medical Center with indications that
yuletide activities will increase
as Christmas Day approaches.
The attractive decorations on
the lobby windows are the skillful product of the Liberty High
,School Art Department, under
the guidance of Mr. Carl Langkamer. The seasonal greenery
that adorns the dining room and
lobby have been provided by
the Bethlehem Garden Club.
The Girls' Club of Bethlehem,
under the direction of Mrs.
Darlene Nichols, is responsible
for the bright holiday greetings
in the windows of the dining
room.
The sounds of the season return to MMC when Fulton
Brothers of Allentown again installs a Hammond organ in the
(continued

on page 4)
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Auxiliary Picks 2 Directors
--Nears AHEAD Pledge
Mrs. Sally Lemke and Mrs.
Mary McGee, both of Bethlehem, have been appointed to
the MMC Auxiliary board. Effie Kistler, president, announced that both ladies have been
active in the auxiliary for a
number of years.
Mrs. McGee is a native of
Bethlehem, where she attended
school. The new board member
is currently the secretary of the
Nitschmann PTSA. Her daughter, Michelle, is president of the
MMC Junior Auxiliary.
A native of western Pennsylvania, Mrs. Lemke was raised
in Bethlehem. She is active in
Holy Cross Lutheran Church
and is secretary of the Church
Council.
The Auxiliary board has presented a check for $5,000 toward its AHEAD pledge, bringing the organization
within
$5,000 of its $100,000 commitment.
Mrs. Frank Leidich, chairman of the Camille Gift Shop,
reported that the first floor
gift area was decorated by
Gail Zambor, Joanne Edelman
and Wana Bellman in preparation for the holiday season.
She noted that the shop has
added, a large number of Christmas items to its shelves.

Mrs. Berger Named To MMC
Board Of Directors

The Holly Fair, sponsored
by the Catasauqua-Northampton-Whitehall
Area
of the
Auxiliary, was held on November 17 at St. Paul's Lutheran
Church in Catasauqua.
The
outdoor event, which featured
a bake sale and numerous
Christmas items, attracted hundreds of people to its day long
festivities. Lunch and supper
were served cafeteria-style
to
the festival guests.

Methadone Clinic
Notes Sharp Rise
In Admissions
The MMC Drug Abuse Treatment Unit is experiencing
a
significant increase in its number of admittances. Dr. Ben C.
Barnes, medical director, reported that as many as 17 patients have been under treatment in the hospital's unit at
one time.
He noted that this represented an increase of 30 per
cent, while the number of patients has reached 80 per cent
of the unit's capacity.
Dr. Barnes explained that the
growing number of drug inpatients is due to a greater
awareness of the detoxification
program.

Mrs. Margaret Berger of Allentown has been elected to the
board of directors of the Muhlenberg Medical Center. Atty.
Jacob S. Kolb, board president,
announced that she will complete the unexpired term of the
late Harold C. Barette of Allentown.
Mrs. Berger became a member
of the Auxiliary board in 1958,
3 years before the establishment of the hospital. She has
served as the Auxiliary board
president and is currently its
chairman of public relations.
The newly elected board member has a150 served as secretarytreasurer of the Pennsylvania
Association of Hospital Auxiliaries and was once president
of its eastern region.

Mrs. Margaret Berger

Mrs. Berger is a graduate of
Muhlenberg College and Lehigh
University where she received
her master of arts degree.
She and her husband, Walter,
reside in Allentown.

Four Added To Medical Staff

Approval of staff privileges for four more area physicians
brought the total medical staff membership at Muhlenberg Medical Center to 222. The new physicians approved by the board
of directors on November 17 included Dr. Francis 1. McAndrews,
a general practitioner whose home and office are in Bethlehem.
A native of Pittston, Pa., he was graduated from St. Bonaventure
University and also received a degree from the Georgetown University School of Medicine. Dr. McAndrews interned at St. Joseph's
Hospital in Yonkers, N.Y. and Misericordia Hospital in New
York City and was a resident in medicine at Greenwich Hospital,
Greenwich, Conn. He was granted courtesy privileges.
Dr. Antonia 1. Simoes, whose office and home are in Lansdale, will be a member of the active staff as a thoracic and
cardiologic surgeon. He was born in Portugal and received degrees from the universities of Oporto and Coimbra. Dr. Simoes
interned at Misericordia Hospital and the Long Island College
Hospital in Brooklyn and was a resident in surgery at the
National Jewish Hospital in Denver.
~.iI/IIIII!_
Dr. Charles F. Snyder will be active in orthopedic surgery.
He has his office and residence in Bethlehem and is a native
of Bellefonte, Pa. Dr. Snyder was graduated from Franklin and
Marshall -College and the University of Pennsylvania Medical
School. He interned at the Reading Hospital, where he was a
resident in general and orthopedic surgery. He also served a
residency at Children's Hospital in Philadelphia.
Dr. Robert D. Strauss will consult in otolaryngology. He is
a native of Abington, Pa., and was graduated from Franklin and
Marshall and the Temple University School of Medicine. Dr.
Strauss interned at Abington Memorial Hospital and was a
resident there and at Temple University Hospital. He has' his
office and also lives in Allentown.

Social Services Announces
Appointment Of Case Worker
Joyce E. Helms has been
named to the Social Services
Department at the Muhlenberg
Medical Center where she will
serve in the capacity of case
worker. Donald E. Porter, hospital administrator, stated that
Miss Helms has assumed her
duties and is assisting Mrs.
Mary Perna,
social services
director.
The hospital's new case worker had been a ward clerk in
pediatrics
at the Abington
Memorial Hospital.
A native of Binghamton,
N. Y., Miss Helms received her
B.A. from Columbia Bible College in Columbia, S. C. She
then spent two years as a case
worker in Hollidaysburg, Pa., at
Girls Haven, a home for delinquent girls.
Her duties as a case worker

I

MRS. JOHN (COil.
Joyce E. Helms

at MMC include interviewing
the families of patients in extended care, reviewing patients'
case histories and acting as a
liaison with the Department of
Public Assistance.

from page 1)

tary to the Director of Development. In 1968 Mrs. John became a clerk in the Medical
Records Department and was
appointed its acting head in
1969.
Mrs. John is a resident of
Catasauqua.

DR. WILSON

COil. from page 1)

ternship at the Allentown Osteopathic Hospital.
The new drug unit chief has
maintained offices in Allentown
as a general practitioner
for
the past 20 years and has been
a member of the MMC active
medical staff for one year.

I
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Secretaries Named To Assist
Mr. Porter, Dr. Barnes

ADMINISTRATOR'S
CORNER
by Donald

E. Porter

Administrator

.Increasi~gly, the implementation of some form of a comprehensI:,e medical care system is becoming one of our most
pressmg health needs. In fact, the very lack of a coordinated
system of health care is often singled out as the most important
problem in the health field.
.
One P?ss.ible answer lies in the better pooling and coordination of eXIst~ng health ac~ivitie~ to provide a more adequate
range of services, In many mstances, for example, various related
co~p?nents of health care may be integrated into an overall plan
utilizing a community hospital as a hub or center.
At this poi,nt.,. comprehensive health care planning for the
fut~re can be Im~Iated by local planners in cooperation with
reg.IOnal or areawide coordin,ating agencies. Unnecessary duplicatIO.n can thus often be avoided or minimized; equipment and
sta~f~ng costs better controlled and better utilization achieved.
UmfIed. health management is vital if our voluntary system is
to continue.

Dr. Barnes Named Interim
Chief-Serves Dual Role
Dr. Ben C. Barnes of Allentown was named interim chief
of the medical staff at Muhlenberg Medical Center by the
board of directors. Dr. Barnes,
w~o is also medical director,
WIll now serve the hospital in
two capacities.
The post of chief of the medical staff has been vacant since
the appointment of Dr. Barnes
as medical director a year ago.
A. native of Rock Hill, S.c.,
Dr. Barnes attended Davidson
College and was graduated from
the University of North Carolina. He received a degree in
medicine from the University
of Pennsylvania, and interned
at Episcopal Hospital where he
later became a resident in pathology. The new MMC interim
chief then served a 3-year fellowship in internal medicine at
the Mayo Clinic, Rochester,

HOLIDAY

(Continued

from

page 2)

dining room. The students of
Mrs. Pat Saylor will provide
the dinner music for patients,
visitors and staff December
17-30.
On December 12, the outstanding Notre Dame Church
choir, directed by Mrs. Sylvia
Zaladonis, M.D., will sing carols for the patients at 2 :30 p.m.,
while on December 14, the Intermediate Luther League of
St. Peter's Lutheran Church will
carol starting at 6 p.m.
Mr. Raymond Hoffert, hospitality chairman, announced that

Miss Jan Deichman

Miss J an Deichman has been
named secretary to Administrator Donald E. Porter.
She
is being succeeded by Mrs.
Margaret N ye as secretary to
Medical Director, Dr. Ben C.
Barnes. Mrs. Nye will also assume the duties of librarian.
Miss Deichman was born in
Nazareth where she attended
area schools. She graduated
from Allentown Business School
this year and was then appoint.
ed secretary to the Medical
Director at MMC. The attractive
Nazareth resident soon proved
her abilities while assisting Dr.
Barnes and received her recent
promotion following the resig-

LECTURE

(Continued

from page 1)

Ben C. Barnes, M.D.

ter, where he later became chief
medical resident.

Minn.
Dr. Barnes is certified by
the American Board of Internal
Medicine and is a member of
the Lehigh County and Pennsylvania Medical Societies. Before
becoming medical director at
MMC in 1970, he had servedas chief of medicine at Sacred
Heart Hospital in Allentown.

The lecturer is also associate
director of medicine and chief
of the Division of Infectious
Diseases at the Catholic Medical Center of Brooklyn and
Queens. He is a member of the
American Federation for Clinical Research and the American
Society for Microbiology.

the annual Auxiliary Tea will
be held in the dining room from
2 to 4 p.m. on December 15.
The Junior Auxiliary Christmas
party and songfest will be held
December 17 at 6:30 p.m. Music will be provided by Rosemary Gridley at the piano.

BEST WISHES
IN THE
NEW YEAR

Dr. Raso noted that the
seminar series will continue to
present distinguished
authorities speaking on topics of paramount interest to. the local
medical community.

Muhlenberg Medical Center
Bethlehem, Pa. 18017

Mrs. Margaret

••••
ye

nation of Mrs. Dorothy Folajtar.
Mrs. Nye is a native of Bethlehem where she resides with
her husband Richard. A graduate of Bethlehem Catholic High
School, she attended night sessions at Moravian
College,
1965-70, majoring in business
administration.
During
that
time.
Mrs. Nye spent her
days working in the administration offices at Moravian and
later at Volkert in Allentown.
Before coming to MMC to accept her new duties as secretary
to Dr. Barnes and librarian,
she was employed by the Sheridan Co. in Easton.

A FRIEND PASSES
William
S. Carver,
a
member of the Men of
MMC and a founder of the
Bethlehem MORA Club,
passed away in his home
on November 25 at the
age of 94. One of his
significant
contributions
to MMC was the initiation
of the lobby's information
desk, which is staffed
by MORA. Mr. Carver's
death is a tremendous
loss to the hospital and
the community, both of
whom are greatly indebted to his accomplishments.
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