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Child Abuse Screening as a Triage Nurse in the Emergency
Department

Yaranis Abud, BSN, RN; Thomas Antenuci, BSN, RN ; Katahdin Brown, RN; Jaclyn Hammill, BSN, RN; Anna Kellaher, BSN, RN; Cassandra Miller, RN
Muhlenberg Emergency Department

Lehigh Valley Health Network, Allentown, Pennsylvania

OUTCOMES IMPLEMENTATON

» Evaluate the percentage of pediatric patients

BACKGROUND

* Child abuse is a prevalent issue that can be Staff Reported Barriers to the Completion of the currently being screened for child abuse in the
caught in early stages to prevent life Screening Tool N\ ED
threatening situations IR + Survey RNs to discover why child abuse

screenings are not being completed at this time
» Create education focused on correcting current
t&al\jrlers to the screening being completed by
S

* It is extremely important to screen all R
pediatric patients as child abuse can be

masked as medical conditions
- . + Have staff who are responsible for screening
» Only 87% of our pediatric patients are complete the education

currently being screening for abuse 2 » Re-Evaluate the percentage of screening bein
y - ‘ e completed on peglatrlc pa B oL IR

W Questions are unclear

Unsure of the follow up for a "yes" response
PICO B Not wanting to do a CY47 NEXT STEPS

M Lack of privacy for proper visual assessmnet « Continue annual education for all RN’s to

* P: Triage Nurse encourage accurate and consistent screening
« I: Re-education of importance of triage Summary: Prior to education, a survey regarding child abuse ~ for abuse among QL pediatric patlgnts
. screening was distributed among ED nurses. This survey » Analyze current child abuse screening method
EEESINIGS included a chance for staff to report barriers to their and assess for possible improvements to the
« C: No education completion of the screening tool in triage. Pediatric charts tool pelng use.d. _ _
were analyzed at random to determine completion of child ~ * Continue to utilize hospital approved triage
» O: Child abuse screening completion abuse screening in triage. 62 pediatrics charts were screening tool embedded in EPIC

analyzed, of these 87% were fully complete and 13% were ~ * Identify methods to make an action plan for

EVIDENCE incomplete. As a result of these findings, education was “yes” responses on the CY47 in order to make
created and distributed among staff. Education consisted of f\tjlr?eg]tﬁ/re comfortable answering questions

information regarding recognizing child abuse. After

“ . . . . . . 'ler!ons M. (2018). Implement '::na :1 a Comj prnhenurs" ram to Im) m\u“ iy S Detection in
» “Hospital-wide use of an objective screening education was complete, we reevaluated the percentage of g Y s T 0 B oo o0 G T A
tool fre uent re_educatlon and the SU ort Of . . . . > Crchto KG so%p%.{shyl:mec't IPdC Groner JI ThackemylﬂmtglfargzKa.!lé_qu‘1:) A national survey on the use of
, Treq ) , a pp complete child abuse screenings by analyzing pediatric
an experienced child protection team led to charts at again at random. A total of 61 pediatric Charts Were s s e, b S iy eabe Sty ot 80 772
Improved Chlld _abuse Screenlng Compllance . analyzed, of these 87% were fu"y Complete and 13% were Teeuw, A. H., SleswerdaHof ondoorn, T, Sangers, E.J, Hoymans, H. S, &vanRIJJ; rlzegc(zdms' Resuls of the implementation
and more consistent suspected-abuse reporting . et At ershanat smergency marsing, 340215, igss oL fg T 1018 em S5 5H008 1o O
rates.” (DUdaS et al, 201 9) Incor_np izt X . i . Tivyaguea, G, Gawel M, Koziel J R, Asnos, A, & Bechiel, K. (2015). Barrers and Facilators to Detecting Child Abuse and
Barriers: Nurses identified several barriers to completing the — hacgiismsnemmsmisom edcieleeeitd

: alguzs?i?\’ I:E’I‘:a?qrr?sv)\/ll?/raenég’vzvﬁﬁ |:'3e3ra%rt§aosfec;hlld assessment including lack of privacy and responsibility being

substantiated after investigation by Department placed on the triage nurse as opposed to the physician or

of Human Services (DHS). Of these cases, primary RN where a more in depth _assessment.can be _ Lehl h Val Ie
3284 were reported by a hospital.” (Dudas et completed. The COVID 19 pandemic caused a influx of policy
al., 2019). changes, emails and education that took away focus and Health Network

© 2018 Lehigh Valley Health Network made implementation of new education difficult among staff.
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